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Module Aims: 
 
1. To evaluate critically the nature of critical thinking, reasoning and argument skills.   
2. To evaluate critically arguments for teaching such skills in educational settings. 
3. To develop and evaluate critically strategies for teaching such skills in educational settings. 
 

 
 

 
Expected Learning Outcomes 

 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
  

1. Evaluate critically: (i) the nature of critical thinking, reasoning and argument skills; (ii) 
arguments for teaching such skills in educational settings. 

2. Evaluate critically the concept of ‘indoctrination’ and the nature of indoctrination in 
educational settings. 

3. Evaluate critically the theory and practice of: (i) education for citizenship; (ii) 
developing philosophical thinking in education; (iii) spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
education. 

4. Develop and evaluate critically strategies for teaching critical thinking, reasoning and 
argument skills in educational settings. 

 
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
 

 Reflective practice 

 Development of study and research skills 

 Communication 

 Problem solving 

 Manage own learning 

 
 

 
Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework, 
project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative assessment tasks must be 
included. 
 
Evaluate critically the role of the teacher in the teaching of thinking, reasoning and argument 
skills. Critically discuss ways in which such teaching might take place in educational settings. 

 
 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

 
1 

 
1-4 

 
Essay 

 
100% 

 
N/A 

 
6000 

 
 
 



 

 
Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 

 Seminars and tutorials. 

 Student/group discussion and presentations, individual and group tasks. 

 Activities to encourage reflection and evaluation, including directed self-study. 

 Engaging with and evaluating appropriate literature. 
  
 

 

 
Syllabus outline:  
 

 The nature of critical thinking, reasoning and argument skills. 

 Arguments for teaching such skills in educational settings.  

 The concept of ‘indoctrination’. 

 The nature of indoctrination in educational settings. 

 Education for citizenship. 

 Developing philosophical thinking in education. 

 The teaching and learning of argument. 

 Spiritual, moral, social and cultural education. 

 Developing and evaluating strategies for teaching critical thinking, reasoning and 
argument skills in educational settings. 
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